JESUS LOVES ME, THIS I KNOW


Almost every boy and girl learns this song, “Jesus loves me, this I know, for the Bible tells me so.”  Indeed, Christ loves each and every one of us, and Scripture provides for us the basis of that blessed assurance.  What are some ways in which the Bible lets us know that our Lord loves us with an “everlasting love” (Jeremiah 31:3).

First, The Lord feeds and takes care of us.  “Behold the fowls of the air:  for they sow not, neither do they reap, nor gather into barns; yet your heavenly Father feedeth them.  Are ye not much better than they?” (Matthew 6:26).  “Consider the lilies of the field, how they grow; they toil not neither do they spin: and yet I say unto you, That even Solomon in all his glory was not arrayed like one of these.  Wherefore if God so clothe the grass of the field, which today is, and tomorrow is cast into the oven, shall he not much more clothe you, O ye of little faith?” (Matthew 6:28-30).  And he has been doing this since the beginning, for Moses says he made Adam and Eve “coats of skins, and clothed them” (Genesis 3:21). Paul adds, “He left not himself without witness, in that he did good, and gave us rain from heaven, and fruitful seasons, filling our hearts with food and gladness” (Acts 14:17).  Yes, and he so loves us  whether we love him in return or not, “For he maketh his sun to rise on the evil and on the good, and sendeth rain on the just and on the unjust” (Matthew 5:45).  Count your many blessings, name them one by one, and it will surprise you what the Lord hath done.


Second, God sent Jesus to die for our sins.  “For God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but have everlasting life” (John 3:16).  On the cross,  Jesus died (1) for his friends:  “Greater love hath no man than this, that a man lay down his life for his friends.  Ye are my friends, if ye do whatsoever I command you” (John 15:13-14); (2) for those who did not love him:  “Herein is love, not that we loved God, but that he loved us, and sent his Son to be the propitiation for our sins” (1 John 4:10); and (3) for his enemies:  “God commendeth his love toward us, in that, while we were yet sinners, Christ died for us” and “When we were enemies, we were reconciled to God by the death of his Son” (Romans 5:8-10).  What more could be done to prove God’s love!


Third, Our Savior gives us time to repent.  Of all the commands, repentance may be the most difficult.  Yet Jesus still says, “Except ye repent, ye shall all likewise perish” (Luke 13:3).  But because He loves us so much, God draws us to him “with lovingkindness” (Jeremiah 31:3).  Or, as Paul puts it, “The goodness of God leadeth thee to repentance” (Romans 2:4).  According to Peter, this is why Christ has not yet returned, because the Lord is “longsuffering to us-ward, not willing that any should perish, but that all should come to repentance” (2 Peter 3:9).  This is why God waits.  Dear sinner, why do you wait?  Jesus loves you, don’t you know?
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